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Vocabulary Development

2024/2025

A selection of the planned for Tier Two words identified through 

texts chosen that develop our termly Create/Discover/Explore 
themes. 

Autumn Term

Focus text

Tier two 

Vocabulary

piping hot

leapt

tumbled

scampered

dozing

scrambled

rose

bay

station

squeals

clinging

blare

glare

peers

wandering

joyful

obstacle

courageous

tiptoe

panic

flee

board

city

Guide

eye-catching

capsules

Gems

sparkles

chilly

sparkling

Magnificent

ancient 

courageous

dazzled

exclaim

precious

Create 

Theme: 

All About Me!/ Emergency, Emergency!



Spring Term

Focus text

Tier two 

Vocabulary

peeped

spied

cottage

sized

curious

growled

fright

rusty

search

gazing

stretched

horizon

silent as a 

whisper

crumbling

rocketing

ascend

consume

shocked

lunar

comparison

rummage

blinks

breeze

bleeps

Freshly

lurks

wished

sunrise

appear

finally

grab

carefully

lasso

floating

Discover

theme: Superheroes/People Who Help Us

Vocabulary Development 

2024/2025
A selection of the planned for Tier Two words identified through 

texts chosen that develop our termly Create/Discover/Explore 
themes. 



Summer Term

Focus text

Tier two 

Vocabulary

peered

offered

juicy

enormous

hesitating

cramming

banquet

thundering

ordinary

ocean

glide

proud

wise

glare

ink

thief

whisper

coast

nautical

neighbourly

heist

booby trap

Kind-

hearted

industrious

concocting

devoured

appetising

ingenious

Racked their 

brains

stealthy

adventure

bandits

crew

towards

goggled

fearsome

Explore 

Theme: We’re All Going on a Summer Holiday!

Vocabulary Development 

2024/2025

A selection of the planned for Tier Two words identified through 

texts chosen that develop our termly Create/Discover/Explore 
themes. 



Energising the Verbal Environment

At North Clifton Primary, in addition and complementary to robust vocabulary 
instruction, we create an “energised verbal environment”, a classroom where 
words are in play almost all of the time - noticed, investigated and savoured -
and where every opportunity is taken to add words to children's surroundings.

(Beck et al, 2013)

❖ Adults are the most important element in this environment – alert to 
opportunities to use sophisticated, interesting and precise language.

❖ Adults are sensitive to words and show their own curiosity about words.

❖ Poetry and rhyme is used to expose children to fascinating and innovative 
ways of celebrating language, whether this be through poems that lend 
themselves to performance or poems encouraging children to think about the 
images that words evoke.

❖ Adults take spontaneous opportunities to introduce new words as they arise, 
using their professional judgement as to what to do with words as they enter 
the verbal environment.  





Closing the Vocabulary Gap

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

Scientific 

Vocabulary

All about me:

Body, head, neck, 

arms, elbows, legs, 

knees, face, ears, 

eyes, nose, hair, 

mouth, teeth, 

hands, feet 

Human, animal, 

pet 

Sun, day, moon, 

light, night, dark

Autumn

Spring

Summer

Winter

Seasonal changes:

Autumn, day, dark, 

light, Winter, 

night, season, 

Moon, Sun, lighter, 

darker

Materials

same, different, 

hard, soft, rough, 

smooth 

wood, metal, 

plastic, glass, 

paper 

Secret Garden:

tulip, daffodil, 

crocuses, 

dandelions, 

buttercups, daisy, 

plant, stem, shoot, 

seed, growth, 

plant, flower, 

trunk, branches

Locations:

Pond, garden, 

seaside, habitat, 

native wildlife, 

lifecycle, egg, 

chrysalis, 

woodlouse, bee, 

habitats, 

microhabitats

Musical 

Vocabulary

Song words, clap, stamp, dance, instrument, drum, tambourine, bells, maracas, glockenspiel, xylophone

Religious 

Education 

RESPECT

Jesus, Bible, Holy 

book, leader, 

promise, belief

RESPONSIBILITY

Friendship, Diwali, 

Nativity, Hanukah

RESILIENCE

Places of worship

church, mosque, 

synagogue, Chinese 

New Year

RESPECT

Celebration

Festival

RESPONSIBILITY

Unique, valuable, 

special, symbol

RESILIENCE

Wonder, beauty

Geographical 

Vocabulary

Exploring maps: direction, feature find, field, house, lake, river, town, village, journey, feature, direction, building, field, house

Outdoor adventures: above, aerial, birds eye view, map, 

Around the World: Identify, look, route, search, photograph, observe, land, mountain, field, desert, countryside, beach, blizzard, 

polar

Historical 

Vocabulary

A long time ago, same, different, change, history, artefact, past, now, modern, old, new


